Single stream recycling begins January 9, 2008
The City’s recycling program is changing this year and Orchard’s residents will greatly benefit. One of the easiest ways to be green is to separate your trash and recycle.  
If you’ve ever walked out late at night pulling your recycling bins to the street and wondered, “does this matter?.”, it does—trash can be cash.  One of the easiest ways to be green is to separate your trash and recycle
 Our recyclables collected at curbside are sorted at a facility in Montgomery County, bailed together and then sold on the open market each month. Recycling material prices have increased due to higher demand and soaring energy costs.  Baltimore City’s trash collection costs are partially offset by the income recyclables earns. Also for each ton of recycling sold, the average $50 disposal fee is saved. 
By far the most valuable recyclable is aluminum. Never throw out an aluminum can, they recycle forever are very energy intensive to make and environmentally un-friendly to produce. 

Key changes:

1. Convenient curbside pick-up process--all recycling types are picked-up at once

2. Monday holidays no longer affect our pick-up because our date is now the 2nd and 4th Wednesday

3. More plastics are accepted. Plastic bottles coded #1 to #7 can be tossed in recycling. Remember, plastic bottles, not all the other shapes.
Facts you should  know:

Orchard’s recycling will be collected twice a month, on the 2nd and 4th Wednesday. 

All types of recyclables can be set out at curbside on the 2nd and 4th Wednesday:

Curbside containers can be:

1. A trash can or larger bin (the yellow bins sold by the City are sold out)

2. Paper bags

3. Cardboard boxes

DON’T USE BLUE PLASTIC BAGS ANYMORE BECAUSE THEY CLOG THE NEW SORTER MACHINES!!!!

Orchard’s residents should separate and recycle:

Mixed Paper- All colors, mail, books, newsprint, folders, magazines, cardboard, cereal boxes, office and school paper. (to make paper recycling convenient, place a brown paper bag in your office, kitchen and mail station for easy tossing!

Metal- Aluminum, tin and stell food and beverage containers

Glass- Bottles and jars

Plastic- Bottles and jars (small necks or plastic caps only) labeled #1-#7.  (Checking on exactly what type of plastic, it doesn’t appear that egg cartons, yogurt containers, cream cheese is accepted)

One Bin Same Day! Single Stream Recycling –FAQ’S (pulled off City web site 12.29.06)
Can I use paper bags or another type of bin for my curbside recyclables?

Yes you may used paper bags, bind and tie with string, cardboard boxes, larger trash cans, any container of choice as long as it is clearly marked “recycle” for the collectors. 
What do you mean by plastic bottles and jars with recycling symbol 1 through 7 printed on the bottom?

Beginning January 2008, Baltimore City will expand it's plastic recycling beyond just the plastic bottles coded #1 and #2 (typically your water, juice and soda bottles)  to all plastic types 1-7.  

PLEASE NOTE, PLASTIC BOTTLE WITH NARROW NECK OR SCREW TOPS (LIKE CLEANING PRODUCT BOTTLES) ARE ACCEPTED, NOT YOGURT CONTAINERS, EGG CARTONS, PLASTIC TO-GO CONTAINERS, ETC. 
Under the new Single Stream program, what day will my recyclables be collected?

Your single stream recycling will be collected on your existing paper recycling day. For example, if your current paper day is the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of each month, effective Jan. 8th, your single stream recycling day where you will mix all of your paper, metal and plastics together in one containers and out out curbside together on one day (your existing paper day). 
Why can’t you place your curbside recycling in blue plastic grocery bags?

Plastic bags of any color will not be accepted because the single stream recycling material is sent to a Single Stream Processing Facility which uses an automated system to sort and bale the recyclables.

The plastic bags will jam the automated sorting machinery. 
Pleas note. blue plastic grocery bags are recyclable and can be recycled at many grocery stores, and place in their outside containers for recycling. 
Even better ditch the plastic bag altogether (more than 100 billion are used in the US each year!), bring your own cloth or canvas bags, and use your purse or backpack to to carry smaller items home.
What about the sale of yellow recycling bins?

The yellow promotional bins are completely sold 
